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AS - SUBIYAH CITY TOMBS IN KUWAIT
ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY

Research and its importance
The research is in relation to the tombs in As-Subiyah Area in Kuwait.

Tomb or grave is a place where one prepares for the second life. In the
ancient thoughts though, tombs were one of the main priorities, therefore
people used to assure of having great tombs and get them ready for the
second life, as they used to believe in reincarnation. Consequently, people
used to build tombs with different shapes and sizes. Not only this but also

they used to keep their valuable tools somewhere inside the tombs.

Tomb is one of the most important elements that human being used to
concern about. In another word, it is an important element that would
uncover an ancient human side such as social and ideology. They usually are
abundant of archaeological finds and they have different shapes and variable
building patterns. All mentioning could indicate the ancient people "s religion
philosophy thoughts. Accordingly, tombs that were found in Kuwait had really
given a decant indication about ancient social life. Ironically, tombs were
found only in As-Subiyah Area, yet nothing has been uncovered in Failaka
Island’

Recant excavation for those tombs have really given us as the Kuwaiti
archaeologists great and interested result. Our diggings will be continuous in
order to complete the studies that we have begun to know the variety of
those tombs. The Kuwaiti Government representing in the National Council for
Art, Cultures and Letters is also encouraging us to Keep going our excavations
and studies. Not only in tombs but also in the other related archaeological
sites.

'- A Kuwaiti Island that was inhabitant until 1990. So many archaeological sites are scattered around
belonging to Dilmun civilization and Hellenistic (Ghada Qadomi"our Archacology, Tradition and
civilization"-1995-pagel1)



I personally worked as a director for all missions and excavations of
tombs that carried out in As-Subiyah Area for the past 10 year (1999-2009).
This was the motive of choosing this subject as a thesis of my Masters
Degree.

Previous Studies

Publications of tombs in Kuwait are seldom. However, there are several
reports of excavations that were executed during the past years, such as:

1- polanski putres (Kuwaiti polish Mission-Report on Amgherah tombs ),
2008 , KNM Archive.

2- Globe peter Fulhm (Discoveries of the Danish Expedition in Bahrain),
translated by Mohammad Al-Khazami, 2006.

3- Sultan Al-Dwaish and others (Excavations in Kadhema and As-Subiayh
tombs), 2004.

4- Sultan Al-Dwaish (Tombs in North East of Kuwait BAY), 6™ scientific
seminar, King Fahd Museum, 2005.

5- Sultan Al-Dwaish and Hamid Al-Mutairi ( Excavation Results in As-
Subiyah Tombs), Kuwait, 2006.

6- Sultan Al-Dwaish and Khalid Salem (Excavation Report: Bahrat Aloja
and Al-Khweesat tombs), 2006, KNM archive.

7- Sultan Al-Dwaish (GCC Mission reports: Bahra Tombs), 2007, KNM

archive,

8- Sultan Al-Dwaish (GCC Mission Reports: North Bahra Tombs), 2009,
KNM archive.

9- Abdulaziz Al-Swelih (Kingdom of Bahrain in the 3 Millennium B.C-
Hamad Area Tombs) Government Printing, Bahrain, 2003.

10- Carter Rob and Crawford Harriet (Kuwaiti British Mission in As-
Subiyah) translated by Saud Al-Motawa' a 3™ season, 2001.

11- Majed Al-Snedi ( Installations stone symbolic of cultural features,
"Deputy Ministry of Antiquities, Riyadh, 2001.

12- Moaweiyah Ibrahim (Excavation of the Arabic Mission in Saar Site-
1977-1979 Bahrain) Ministry of information, Bahrain, 1982.
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13- Mohammad Abdulnaem ( The Antiquity of pre-history and it's dawn in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ", translated by Abdul Rahim Khyber,
Jeraisy, Riyadh, 1995.

14- Moaweiyah Ibrahim (Tomb in the Ancient East) 10" Convention,
Tunisia, 1987.

Objectives

1- To get the closest dating for the tombs.

2- Inclosing all types of tombs.

3- Architect Studies.

4- To know more and deep about the social, religious, economical iife of
people who built those tombs.

5- Enhance the Arabic Library of those kinds of studies that focus on
tombs and their shapes and sizes and so on.

Problems

1 - As-Subiyah Area is too large to be excavated. ;

2- Lack of archaeological finds causing less studies. :

Questions

1- To whom those tombs belong, Local people or foreic T"

2- What is the relation between those tombs and the

3- Why are there so many differences in the tomb

4- Is there any indication of Tomb direction and locz

5- Why the burial was squat position? Were tombs transfen
to another?

6- Why most tombs were empty (no bones)? .

7- What is the relation between As-Subiyah area and Failaka Island?

Pattern

The research is fully description of the excavation result that was
executed to graves and tombs .Not only this but also the result of surveys
and Finds analytical studies .According to the studies, tombs were
categorized upon their dates, shapes, volume of finds and etc .A comparison

was made to those tombs with ones that were found in the Guif Area.

IT1



The research contains the following patterns:

1- Comprehend the history of the area ,including the Geographical
environmental and cultural .

2- Tombs excavation.

3- Describe and analysis of the archaeological contents.

4- Comparison among As-Subiyah Tombs to those found in the Guif Area.

The Research and its Main Resources

1- Excavation results.

2- Historical and archaeological resources.

This research contains descriptions, analyses and comparisons. All through an
introduction, four chapters, conclusion, figures and photos. As follows:

1- Introduction: contains the reasons of choosing this thesis and the
previous studies.

2- Chapter 1: Geographical Location of:

Arabian Peninsula

Kuwait

As-Subiyah Area

3- Chapter2: Surveys, Excavations and Tombs shapes

4- Chapter3: Burial Methodology

5- Chapter4: Finds and bones studies

6- Conclusion: Research General Results

7- Resources

8- Figures

9- Photos



