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SUMMARY OF THE THESIS

The thesis deals with the cult of the bull in ancient Egypt through a study of the
most important gods which were worshipped in the form of a bull, Heb (Apis),
Merwer (Mnevis) and Bh (Buchis).

The research describes how they were chosen, the rites of their coronation, their
priests, how royalty revered them, their burials, their relationship with other gods

and their titles as shown on their stelae.

The thesis includes a list of major gods who bore the epithets of the bull, or were
shown in the form of a bull, such as Amun, Montu, Min and Osiris, and explains
why they‘ took this form. Minor gods who held these titles in some districts are
also included, such as the bull of Sdnw, the bull of Wh and the bull of Bata.

It seems that the worship of the bull was dominant in the strong periods in
Egyptian history, and not in the weak ones.

In Heliopolis the cult was associated with the sun, and several bull burials were

found there.

The titles of Buchis show the relationship with the god Re, not Montu, which is
not clearly evident until the end of the Ptolemaic period.



