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Semmary

Sinai and Its Role in Egypt 's External Relations In the
New Kingdom

This research intends to explore Sinai and its role in Egypt's external
relations in the New Kingdom. As a matter of fact, Sinai has had a
distinguished and important role for Egypt all over the historical ages. For, it is
regarded as the bridge that links between Asia and Africa. Sinai exists in the
northeastern part of Egypt. That is why, it has had a very strategic position that
makes it an important center, which links Egypt with Syria, Lebanon, and the
Arabian Peninsula in most historical periods. It also enables it to play effective
commercial and military roles. Moreover, it is considered an important source
of metals. For this reason, many mining expeditions are sent there either from
Egypt or from the neighboring countries.

This research contains an introduction and four chapters in addition to
the maps and supplementary figures.

Chapter One: This chapter deals with those names and characteristics,
which have been created by the ancient Egyptians to describe the different parts
of Sinai. Furthermore, it shows the geography of Sinai Peninsula, and its most
important geological ages. It also examines the role of Sinai's geographical
position in linking Egypt with its neighbors from the East, and the substantial
roads that link between Sinai's various areas and regions. At the same time, it
mirrors Sinai's role and human activity all over the ages.

Chapter Two: This chapter exposes in-situ and movable ancient
monuments, which have been found in various parts of Sinai. The discovery of
these ancient monuments reflects the significant role of Sinai.

Chapter Three: This chapter examines Sinai's military role. It begins with
a summary about the Egyptian fortifications — regarding its architecture and
history — and the Egyptian Kings' concern with securing their borders by
establishing forts and well-fortified towns. After that, the chapter deals with the
most important words that indicate fortifications in the ancient Egyptian
language. Then, it presents a detailed description of the "Way of Horus" and its
forts in north Sinai, in addition to its military role through scripts. The chapter
also includes the garrisons and their role. Besides, it exposes a summary of
some Palestinian forts.




Chapter Four: This chapter reflects Egypt's commercial relations with its
neighbors in the East; that is to say, with Syria, Lebanon, the Aegean Coast, and
the Arabian Peninsula. Moreover, it presents the Ancient Egyptian monuments
that have been discovered there, and the monuments that belong to these
countries but have been found in Egypt. After that, the chapter examines the
evidences, which reflect the existence of these relations through the remains
that prove their passing through Sinai in their way for commercial exchange
with Egypt. It also exposes the discovered "Proto-Sinaitic inscriptions."

This research brings to light Sinai's distinguished role all over the ages.
This role becomes very clear by the discovered forts all over the road. These
forts have been usually associated with a well — either natural or artificial — for
supplying military expeditions and commercial missions with water. Sinai's
military role has been also proved by the discovered scripts that mention the
passage of the Egyptian armies and troops on the road.

This research demonstrates the considerable role of Sinai as a
commercial passageway that connects Egypt with its neighboring countries in
the Pre-dynastic Period. This fact is asserted by the discovered remains of
traders and workers in this area, the discovered seasonal settlements, where
traders stopped in their way of going in or out of Egypt, and the discovery of
some of the Syrian and Lebanese people's burials that indicate their passage
through Sinai in their way to transport their goods to Egypt.



