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Title of Thesis/ Mosaic Motifs From the beginning of
the Ptolemaic period until the end of the Byzantine era
in Egypt, a comparative study with North Africa

Summery/ The art of mosaics is an ancient fine art, which found in
ancient Iraq and Egypt. It takes its current form from Greece. And in
this study we can see, how the Egyptian arts effect in North African
artists especially in form and symbol. The Nilotic scenes were a
favorite subject in this art in this part of ancient world, and it moved
from Egypt to other countries by effort of Alexandrian artists. This
artists curried with them, not only the work's technique, but also the
soul and the rules of their mother culture.

In North Africa we can confirm that, the scenes of Greek gods were
the most seen in mosaics panels, even we can't find any scenes for
local or Phoenician gods.

In fact the mosaics art was a favorite ornamental art to decorate the
Romanian villas and baths, especially the floors, and that was in all
North African coast. And because of its high cost, the mosaics pieces
found exclusively in the houses of rich people and high society.

With the rising of Christianity a new methods have been found, and
this methods reflected the deep spirit of the new religion, and the



artists gave especial attention to show the spiritual reactions in feces.
In this period the scenes of Greek gods became few, and they
replaced by the figures of Jesus, Madonna and Saints.

In the time of Christian religion extending the artists used symbolism
to call for their religion that was because of the Romanian anti-
Christian persecution policies. So the Egyptian symbols were the
most suitable signs to use. And the Coptic art become hitherto the
basic of Christian arts all over the world.

After that the Byzantine Empire turned to the Christianity, and the
christen art became the official art of the empire, and also the most
favorite art to decorate Churches and Major monasteries.

But in North Africa found especially mosaics panels with a public
character, and for public uses such as tombstones and also some of
Baptisms, which ornamented with known Christian symbols.
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