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Traces of Osiris Myth in Religious , funerary beliefs , and
his Worshiping Centers , in the light of recent Archeological
discoveries until the end of the Late Period *

Summary of this Research

Mythology occupied an important Status in Ancient Egyptian
Religion and Civilization , and any definition of Egyptian Mythological
texts requires an understanding of the nature of myth as traditional
narratives about the Gods .

The first reference to narrative literature did not appear before the
Middle Kingdom , but myths certainly existed in oral tradition long
before .

Allusious to the life and deeds of gods are inserted in early ritual
texts , such as the pyramid texts , through few various incomplete legends
found in separate texts .

We can figure traces of Osiris Myth in many aspects of life in
Ancient Egypt , in both royal , official affairs , also in the private life of
ordinary people during performing their religious and funeral rituals .

Reference to this Myth and other related Myths such as the Myths
of Horus and Isis , and the conflict of Horus and Seth are obvious during
performing daily rituals in the great Temples , or through hymns , holy
books and religious , funeral texts , such as the songs of Isis and Nepthys
, or the lamentations of Isis and Nepthys which were recited during
performing some rituals in various occasions and feasts .

This research shed light also upon recent discoveries in three
Archeological sites .

First in Giza plateau , in 1994 , south of the pyramid, about 2.50
km away , a great Osirid cemetery dated to the Ptolemaic period was
revealed , by accident due to the works on the ring road project , where
statues of Osiris ( made from clay and barley ) were buried yearly in this
cemetery during the festivals of Osiris , known by the name of "
Mysteries of Osiris " in the month of Khoiak .

- This festival was one of the greatest festivales in ancient Egypt in
the late period , ( started on the twelfth day of Khoiak until the end of this
month , where many ceremonies were performed , ends with the
resurrection of the god , and buring a statue of Osiris in the Osirid
cemetery .

These ceremonies are described and dipicted in six small chaples
divided into two groups , one on the north — west , and the other on the
south — east of the roof — terrase of the temple of Hathor at Dendara .




In the first of these chapels , wall scenes represent procession of
great priests from upper and lower Egypt , each carring the emblem of his
province sharing in this festival , above , there is a long text describes the.
preparation of the ingredients necessary for manufacture of the statue of
Osiris ( from sand and barley ) .

A second discovery , revealed three Osirid cemeteries in the north
— eastern zone in Karnak .

Excavation works began in 1993 and contines to date , revealed the
first or earlier Osirid cemetery dated from the late New Kingdom up to
the third Intermediate period , it contained several small independent free
standing niches built of fired bricks , each was a rectangular plan and
surmounted by a simple vault .

The second cemetery dated from the Saite period up to the
Ptolemaic period , it had a unique plan ( design ) , and was also built of
fired bricks , containing four chambers with vaulted roofs (composed of
several vaulted niches of different size , abutted one against the other
( inside the chambers ), plus a square shafft .

The third cemetery dated to Ptolemy IV , contained structure
comprised a series of built " Catacombs " or underground galleried
containing rows of wall — niches , destined to receive the interment of
Osirid figurines made during the festivals of Khoiak .

The third discovery was in Bahnasa in middle Egypt , when the
excavation works in 2000 revealed a great Osirid cemetery dated to the
period of Ptolemy IV, contained two grand galleries with two groups of
niches on both sides separated by a long corridor .



